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bigh quah’ty learning resources for computer artists

3ds Max Cheat Sheet

Common Keyboard Shortcuts (Hotkeys)

3ds Max has multiple groups of context-sensitive keyboard shortcuts. These can conflict with the main
user interface shortcuts. If your hotkeys aren’t doing what you want, click the button on the Main Toolbar
labeled “Keyboard Shortcut Override Toggle.” If it’s off, then only the main UI hotkeys work. If it’s on,
the context-sensitive group hotkeys override the main Ul hotkeys.

Viewport Navigation

“Pan” (track left / right, pedestal Up [ AOTWN)........ccoovvevuireiiviiriiiniiiiiiiiiinieiecete e, middle mouse button
OFDIE 1ttt ettt ettt sttt a e ne e ALT + middle mouse button
Zoom (or Dolly forward / back)............c.cceevvvuvnininnnnne. .CTRL + ALT + middle mouse button or mouse wheel
Maximize VIEWPOTt TOZEIE ......ccooiiiiiiiiiiite e ALT +W
Zoom Extents All Selected ..o e Z
UNdO VIEW CRANEE ....ooviiiiiiiiiiiiieete ettt ettt SHIFT + Z
Redo VIEW CRANGE .....cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e SHIFT +Y
Viewport Display

WITEETAIIIE ...ttt ettt et s e s et e s bt e s bt e s bt e e bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e b e e b e e b e e b e easeeasesasesaeesanenns F3
EAGEd FACES ..o .F4
GIIAS ettt ettt et s s e ab e s as e s R st et a e s a e e a e bt e bt b e e neeas .G
SALE FTAMNES ...ttt sttt ettt ettt e b st .SHIFT +F
ISOLALE SELECHION .ceeiceeeeeee et e et e e e e e e e e e tbaaaeaeeeeeeeessssaaaaeeeeeeeennssssaaaeeeeeeeannnsseneeens ALT +Q
Selection Highlighting .........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, ALT +]
SELECHION BIAaCKETS ....eeiieeiiii ittt e et e e et e e e st a e e e e abaeesenbaeeeenraeeeenreeeas SHIFT +]
Shade Selected FACES ........cociiiiiiiiiiiiiii et s e F2
STALISTICS vttt s a e st a e bbb e s aa e 7
Transforms

MOVe (FTANSIALE OF POSTEION) ..c.eveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiictet ettt et a e s be s saeeanes W
ROTALE .t a e s .E
SCALE ..ttt ettt st ettt et s R e e R et e bt e e Rt e b e bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e st e neeareeane R
Transform Gizmo SiZe UP ....ooeeieririeniiiiiieeteeeseeeeeeeeeeee et = (equals sign on alphabetic keypad)
Transform Gizmo Size DOWI .......cocivviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiccccee -~ (minus sign on alphabetic keypad)
) 0T |« PP .S
ANELE SNAP «oviiiiiiii e A
RESIIICE 0 X, Y, Z oo .F5, F6, F7
RESLTICE 10 XY [/ YZ [ ZX ottt ettt st sttt et s bbbt bbbt e bt e b e e ne e .F8
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Commands

|8 4 e Lo 0SSPSO STV RTRPRRORRRPRRUPPRRPI CTRL+Z
REAO ettt bbbt bt et et st saa e saeesanesneesneenre s .CTRL+Y
Select Tool and Selection REGION .......c.cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e Q
SEIECE AL ..ttt ettt ettt et st s s s s st re e bt re e ne e re s .CTRL +A
SELECE INOTIE ...ttt e b e a e s a e e s s b s saae s nesanesanesanesanes CTRL+D
SEIECE TNIVETL ...ttt ettt st sttt s e st et e bt e bt e be e bt e b e e beenneeas .CTRL +1
Add TO SELECLION ...ttt .CTRL + select
RemMOVE FIOm SELECHION. ...cc.eeiiiiiiiiiiiicicetetcc ettt sttt ALT + select
LOCK SELECHION ...ttt .SHIFT + CTRL + N
CLOMIE ..ttt ettt b ettt e b e bt ettt s et st et e st eat e s at e s aeesae e s neeene e ne e neeneens .CTRL+V
Global Search (Search AlL ACEIONS) .....cc.cocueeieiuerieieeieieeteteetett ettt sttt a e sttt n e st n e s s e ne s e ne e X
Windows

Select from Scene (Select By INAME) ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit e H
MaAtETIAl EAILOT .ottt et ettt st b e st e b s bt e me e s st e mee s be e neeeaneenes M
AT B ) a1 8 TS o TR PTOPRPPP 8
RENUAET ..ttt ettt st e st s bt e s st st e e b e e s bt e st s bt e e be e st e ebe e e r e e b e e s bt e neeeare e neeenneeas F9
RENAET SETUD ..cvviiiiiiiiii s F10
Editable Poly

Caddy (TOOI SEHINGS) ..eeoveverierieeieienieeteterteeteete ettt sttt sae e SHIFT + click a Ribbon icon
Select EAGe LOOP ..coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiici s .double-click an edge
Remove Edges and Vertices ..., .CTRL + BACKSPACE
Convert Sub-object Selection ... .CTRL + click a sub-object icon
Convert To Contained Sub-object Selection ..........ccccceevererennnnneee. .SHIFT + CTRL + click a sub-object icon
Animation

PLAY [/ PAUSE ..ot A
Previous Frame / Previous KeY ........oco ittt sttt s s s <
Next Frame / INeXt K@Y ..o >
GO TO FITSt FTaAIME ..coeeiiiiiii et HOME
GO TO Last FIAMIE ....oooiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e s aa e sne e snn e .END
AULOKEY IMOAE ...ttt e bbbt bbb s a e s s s N
Set KeYS (CTALE KCYS) ..ocuviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicitt e K
CIEate PIOVICW ...cc.iiiiiiiiiiiiiii e s s a e SHIFT +V
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